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Inside: Worlds 2004 UPDATE 
Time to go to Asia. That is 
something that the IRF wanted 
for many years already—2004 is 
the right time when the XII World 
Championships will be held in 
Anyang, South Korea. 
 
After almost 25 years of 
in te rnat iona l  racquetba l l  
movement it is time to go to the 
Asian continent. That is why IRF 
Secretary General Luke St. Onge 
went to the Asia Championships 
last October to discuss more 
details with the organizing 
committee of the 2004 Worlds. 
 
“The meeting with the LOC was a 
very good meeting. They are 
enthusiastic and I believe the 
Worlds 2004 will be a major 
success on our global journey“, St. 
Onge said. 
 
After this visit the final date for 
the 2004 Worlds has been officially 
confirmed now. 
 
July 31 - August 7, 2004 
 
The site of the event will be in the Seoul vicinity, at the 
Anyang Juvenile Training Center. More information can 
be found in this newsletter and will be published in the 
next one and on our website.  

Message from 
the President 

 
 
 
 

Dear IRF members, 
 

The New Year (2004) has arrived for all 
of us.  The IRF would like to wish each of 
you a wonderful New Year.   
 
We are exciting about a new feature this 
year, our own Newsletter. This is a 
communication tool that the IRF has 
wanted for some time.  Mike Mesecke 
will coordinate the effort for this 
Newsletter but he will need you 
assistance with reporting information in a 
timely manner for the content.  
 
We want to use the Letter to keep you 
informed at all times of what is 
happening around the World with 
Racquetball. Please do your part and 
provide the information on tournament 
results, schedules of events and other 
interest stories that you believe would be 
appropriate for the Newsletter. 
 
We will have the World Championships 
this year in Korea.  You will receive 
information regarding the logistics of the 
event in the near future.  I know that the 
organizing committee in Korea will offer 
an outstanding event.   
 
We must make an effort to support 
Racquetball around the World.  We 
realize that it can be a hardship on the 
budgets, but the teams from Asia have 
supported our past Worlds and we need 
to support their efforts. We will re-new 
our friendships and have strong 
competition in Korea.  
 
Keith D. Calkins 
IRF President 

World Seniors/Juniors WADA/IRF News   From the members 
 
RB Universe   European events   Worlds 2004 
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Dear IRF 
members, 
 
Vice President   

Manuel Medina and myself met with 
the Organizing Committee from 
Korea for the 2004 IRF World 
Championships during the Asian 
Racquetball Championships in Saipan 
South Pacific. 
  
Mr. Hong was on site during the 
entire event and was a great help not 
only to the Asian Championships but 
led the meeting on the Worlds. 
  
 
TRANSPORTATION 
The LOC will have arrangements for 
each delegation when it comes in to 
Anyang City , Korea. From the airport 
to the hotel wil l  be public 
transportation paid for by the LOC. A 
desk will be set up in the airport that 
will be manned by a member of the 
LOC that will make sure that each 
delegation will get to the hotel 
correctly. Final plans have not been 
made on this but it was emphasised 
that this is one of the critical 
components of the Worlds. Distance 
from the Airport to the Hotel is 
1hr 15 minutes. Transportation will 
be supplied on the hour to and from 
the Hotel and  venue on the hour 
beginning Wednesday July- 28th. 
  
 
Food 
Area where the venue is has many 
food outlets both Eastern and 
Western food. 
  
 
HOTEL 
The LOC will notify the IRF soon 
about the official hotel.   

Expected 
Countries in 

Korea... 
 

Argentina 
Australia 
Belgium 

Belize 
Bolivia 

Canada 
Chile 

Costa Rica  
Dominican Republic 

Ecuador 
 

France 
Germany 

Great Britain 
Greece 
Guam 

Guatemala 
Haiti  

Honduras 
India 

Ireland 
 

Jamaica 
Japan 
Korea 

Mexico  
Netherlands 

Pakistan 
Peru 

Philippines 
Puerto Rico  

 
Saipan 

Syria 
Taiwan 
Turkey 

United States 
Uruguay 

Venezuela 
Vietnam 

World Championships  
in Anyang, South Korea 

Wednesday, July 28 

 Arrival of participants and delegates 

Thursday, July 29 

 Arrival of participants and delegates 

Friday, July 30 

15:00 hrs Meeting of the Technical Committee 

19:00 -21:00 hrs Opening Ceremony 

Saturday July 31  [Individual Title Rounds Begin] 

08:00 - 21:00 hrs Preliminaries Single Tournament - Doubles 

Sunday, August 1 

08:00 - 21:00 hrs Preliminaries Single Tournament - Doubles 

Monday, August 2 

08:00 - 21:00 hrs Preliminaries Single Tournament - Doubles 

Tuesday, August 3 

08:00 - 21:00 hrs Preliminaries Single Tournament - Doubles 

WEDNESDAY, August 4  

08:00  - 16:00 hrs FREE DAY  

17:00  - 19:00 hrs ERF Congress, PARC Congress 

19:00  - 21:00 hrs IRF World Congress 

Thursday, August 5  [Team Title Rounds Begin] 

08:00 - 21:00 hrs Preliminaries Team Tournament 

Friday, August 6 

08:00 - 21:00 hrs Finals Team Tournament 

 Country Doubles Tournament 

Saturday, August 7 

08:00 - 14:00 hrs  Championships Finals 

14:00 - 15:30 hrs Award Ceremony and Closing Ceremony 

19:00 - 22:00 hrs Farewell Dinner 

Sunday, August 8 

 Departure of participants and delegates 

VENUE 
Anyang Juvenile Gymnasium 
1106 Bohung-dong- dongan-
ku Anyang, Korea 
Phone no 82 31 380 6890  
Fax-no 82 31 380 6875  
http://www.ayc.or.kr   

  
6 glass backwall 

courts 

VISAS 
The LOC will investigate what 
countries need Visas and the easiest 
way to secure them from Korea. 
 
AIRLINE 
The LOC has not identified an Official 
Airline yet and we emphasised how 
important it is that the airfares as 
well as the hotel costs be as low as 
possible in order that we have a 
good turnout for the Worlds. 
 
Luke St. Onge 

Time Table for the  
Worlds 2004 (Draft)  
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IRF signs  
Anti-Doping Code 

by Mike Mesecke 

The IRF congress in 
San Juan 2002 
already agreed on 
following the World 

Anti-Doping efforts.  
 
The worldwide code has been 
accepted at the WADA meeting in 
March in Copenhagen and the IRF is 
now in the process of adapting the 
doping rules to suit the needs and 
character of our sport. These rules 
shall then apply to all National 
Member Federations and participants 
in the respective member countries. 
 
After the final code has been adapted 
into the IRF rules and regulations a 
final vote by the membership will 
follow during the World Congress in 
Anyang, South Korea. 
 
More WADA information is available 
at: www.wada-ama.org 

The Racquetball Universe 
 by Luke St. Onge  

In continuing to recognize those special people in 
the sport that have made major contributions I 
may introduce you to John Africano. 
 
The Minor Planet Center [MPC] which operates at 
the Smithsonian Astrophsical Observatory, under 
the auspices of Division 111 of the International 
Astronomical Union [IAU]. The MPC is responsible 
for the efficient collection, computation, checking 
and dissemination of astrometric observations and 
orbits for minor planets, asteroids, and comets. 
You are now asking yourself has St. Onge finally 
gone off the deep end. What does this have to do 
with Racquetball? 
 
Now enter John Africano an obssessed racquetball 
player who also is a  astronomer. John spends his 
time between his home in Colorado Springs where 
he plays his racquetball and the Haleakala 
Observatory on the Hawaiian Island of Maui where 
he studies the night sky. 
 
Several years ago John came to me and said that 
he would like to make a lasting contribution to the 
sport of Racquetball that has been so good to him. 
In his night viewing on Maui he had discovered a 
asteroid that had never been seen by human eyes 
before. Within the MPC organization an astronomer 
may name a comet. planet, asteroid that they 
discover. John and a team of observers had 
discovered Asteroid MPC 12423 in 1995. He said 
that he wanted to name it after racquetball. We 
held a contest during the 97 USRA Leadership 
conference to see what it should be named. "Splat" 
was the overwhelming choice and the name was 
submitted to the naming Committee of the MPC. 
 
Needless to say the committee was very hesitant 
to name a asteroid "Splat" just in case it decided 
to zero in on earth. 
 
So it was named "Racquetball" and so it will be 
named for thousand of years from now or as long 
as humanoids inhabit the Earth. 
 

IRF NEWS 
 

“IRF News“ is an official publication of the 
International Racquetball Federation (IRF).  

 
Reproduction in whole or in part of any text, 

photograph or illustration without written 
permission from the IRF is strictly prohibited. 

 
Editor: Mike Mesecke  

Contributors:  
Keith Calkins, Luke St. Onge, Kentaro Sato, 

Pascal Matla  
 

IRF Headquarters:  
1685 West Uintah  
Colorado Springs  

Colorado USA 80904-2906  
Tel: +1-719-635-5396  
Fax: +1-719-635-0685  

info@internationalracquetball.com 
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International Racquetball Federation  

2003 World Senior Racquetball Championships 
August 27 – August 30, 2003 · Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Women Final Matches/Positions 

Womens 35+: Cheryl Johnson (USA) def. Paulina Labrado    
(Mexico) 15-2, 15-3  Womens 40+: Lorraine Galloway (USA) 
def. Shari Coplen (USA)  Womens 45+: Debra Tisinger (USA) 
def. Lynette Froehlich (USA) 15-7, 15-3   Womens 50+: 
Joanne Pomodoro (USA) def. Karen Key (USA) 15-6, 8-15, 11-
0   Womens 55+: Dee Stribling (USA) def. Paula Sperling 
(USA) 7-15, 15-10, 11-6   Womens 60+: Sharon Hastings-
Welty (USA) def. Mildred Gwinn (USA) Womens 65+: Annabelle 
Kovar (USA)  Womens 70+: Lola Markus (USA) def. Louise Kiss 
(USA)  Womens 75+:  Reta Harring (USA) def. Mary Lou 
Kackert (USA) 

Men Final Matches/Positions 
Mens 35+: Doug Ganim (USA) def. Woody Clouse (Canada) 
15-2, 15-7  Mens 40+: Dave Watson (USA) def. Oscar Fierro 
(Mexico) 15-7, 15-3  Mens 45+: Tom Neill (USA) def. Joe 
Hassey (USA) 15-6, 15-6  Mens 50+: Ruben Gonzalez (USA) 
def. Mark Baron (USA) 15-2, 15-3  Mens 55+: Greg Hasty 
(USA) def. Bill Welaj (USA) 15-9, 15-8  Mens 60+: Glenn Allen 
(USA) def. Jim Trammell (USA) 15-7, 15-7  Mens 65+: Lee 
Graff (USA) def. Jerry Northwood (USA) 15-7, 7-15, 11-7  
Mens 70+: Don Alt (USA) def. Ken Karmel (USA)  Mens 
75+: Joe Lambert (USA) def. Dick Kincade (USA)  Mens 

The  
Executive Committee  
of the International  

Racquetball Federation 
 
 

President 
Keith D. Calkins (USA) 

 
Honorary President 

Han v.d. Heijden (Netherlands) 
 

Executive Vice President 
Erik Meyer (Belgium) 

 
Treasurer 

Osvaldo Maggi (Argentina) 
 

Vice President 
Mike Mesecke (Germany) 

 
Vice President 

Enrique Villagran (Mexico) 
 

Vice President 
Manuel Medina (Venezuela) 

 
Vice President 

Usher Barnoff (Canada) 
 

Secretary General 
Luke St. Onge (USA) 

 
Vice President,  

Women‘s Development 
Rosy Torres (Mexico) 

Angela Grisar Martinez (Chile) 

20th edition of the World Seniors 

The World Senior Championships will be celebrating the 
20th anniversary of its racquetball tournament in 2004 in 
Albuquerque, USA.  
Special events are planned. Make plans to attend now. 
We expect a very large turnout so entries may be 
limited. Enter early!! 
 
For additional information on this major event contact 
Joel Gellman at joel.gellman@gte.net 

Yes, the IRF needs you, not only for the development of our great sport in your area. We also need your 
contribution to our ongoing efforts to establish a better communication between the IRF, it‘s members and the 
major sports organizations that the IRF is affiliated with. What‘s your job? Send us any news or information, 
any tournament result or date that we may be able to include in the website information service or in this 
newsletter. Nothing is perfect yet but you can help to make a difference for the sport!!  -Editor 

See the IRF Senior Recordbook and Event History on 
www.internationalracquetball.com 

We need you!! 
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IRF NEWS 

Colorado Springs/Terre Haute - A new 
partnership has been created with Rex 
Lawler from Lawlersports. The 
company located in Indiana/USA is 
now one of the IRF's Official Partners.  
 From each purchase by IRF members 
or international friends, a donation will 
be granted towards the International 
Racquetball Federation to promote the 
global development of the sport. 
 
Colorado Springs - The IRF welcomes 
the racquetball associations of Saipan 
and Palau as new members of the 
g loba l  racquetba l l  movement  
worldwide. 
 
Colorado Springs -  IRF President 
Keith Calkins has appointed Usher 
Barnoff from Canada as interim 
Technical Director of the International 
Racquetball Federation. Barnoff 
succeeds Jim Hiser (USA) on January 
1 who resigned recently due to his 
obligations with the USRA. 
 
Colorado Springs - The Executive 
Committee reminds it's members that 
possible international racquetball rule 
change proposals need to be in before 
January 15, 2004. The proposals 
must be submitted in writing (email) 
to the Secretary General Luke St. 
Onge who will submit these to the 
Rules Committee for further review. 
 

Official IRF Partners 

The IRF is proud to name Lawlersports 
and ProPenn the Official Partners of 
the IRF  

All Japan Singles 
Championships 

November 2-3, 2003 
City of Tokyo 

 

Men     Women 
1.Hiroshi Shimizu 1.Toshiko Sakamoto 
2.Shoichi Sakai  2.Hiromi Miyamoto 
3.Takashi Kitamura 3.Akiko Matumoto 
Manya Tanaka   Etuko Noda 
 
More information on Japan 
Racquetball: 
http://www.jara-npo.org 

Pictures 
courtesy of: 
Kentaro Sato, 
JARA  
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From the Members 
 

Colombia: Elections within the Colombia 
Racquetball Federation: Mr. Diego Sanchez 
from Bogota has been elected as new 
President of the Federation and will now serve 
his first term in the new position. 

Belgium: Antonio Naciff (Mexico) has won the 
Antwerp Open 2003, an ERT-Event, at the 
Indoor Sports Club in Antwerp, Belgium 
against Timothy Hardison (USA) 15-1, 13-15, 
11-7.  

Germany: The German Racquetball Federation 
has recently announced the date for the 23rd 
German Nationals for Januar 30-February 1, 
2004. The event will be played in Hamburg 
and is the first qualifier for a spot on the 
National Team for the Worlds 2004. 

USA: USA Racquetball has issued a call for  an 
interim Head Coach, serving an 8-month-
term. Interested candidates should submit a 
complete resume to the USRA. 

Canada: Racquetball Canada just announced 
it's monthly online newsletters which are 
available for download at the Racquetball 
Canada website. 

Mexico: Many eMails coming in these days 
asking where to play racquetball when on 
vacation. One option is the racquetballers 
vacation in Cancun Mexico and the IRF is 
aware of those special trips to Guatemala, 
Saipan and Bolivia. If you know of other 
places let us know. 

England: The 2nd British Open Championships 
at the RAF Alconburry, England have been 
finished with British vistories in both Open 
divisions. David Brett Williams took first place 
in the Mens while Wendy Hackett defended 
her Ladies Open title. 

Costa Rica: Mr. Ivan Villegas, also a member 
of the National Team, has been elected as new 
General Secretary of Costa Rica Racquetball.  

From the Members 
 

Canada: Evan Pritchard has been elected as 
Vice President of Racquetball Canada. He will 
be in charge of Marketing and Communications. 
He has already published monthly newsletters 
from Canada. 

Ireland: Irish Champion Noel O'Callaghan has 
won the Ulster Open in a new 4-court-facility in 
Kingscourt, Ireland. Susan Neary (also Ireland) 
defeated Elma Gibney in the Ladies Open final.   
 
Canada: Racquetball Canada has selected Lori 
Jane Powell, of Calgary, as its new Technical 
Director. The technical director will aid the 
executive director and board members with the 
delivery of Racquetball Canada programs.  
 
England: The English Racquetball Association 
(ERA) has announced it‘s National 
Championship 2004 for February 1 at the RAF 
Alconbury. 
 
Korea: The Korea National Singles 
Championships held in Ansang brought victories 
for Dong-Min Jang (Mens Singles) and Moon-
Young Jang (Ladies Singles). 
 
Ireland: Young Irish Katie Walsh now holds the 
record for the most Irish Junior titles after the 
Ireland Junior Championships finals played the 
beginning of December Katie achieved her 9th 
consecutive title in the Under 15 singles.  
 
Pakistan: The first Racquetball National 
Championship has been played in Karachi, 
Pakistan last weekend with the players from 
the province of Sindh being the most successful 
team.  
 

From the Pro Tours 
 
Phoenix, USA: HEAD/Penn Racquet Sports 
announced its contract renewal to remain the 
Official Ball of the IRT. This contract extends 
through 2006 with Pro Penn as the ball of choice 
for professional racquetball players.  
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Esprit Cup:   
8, 10, 12 National Team  

1. Mexico (350)  
2. USA (343)  

3. Canada (109)  
4. Ecuador (80)  
5. Bolivia (46)  

6. Costa Rica (30)  
7. Colombia (18)  
8. Venezuela (13)  

9. Argentina   
9. Australia  

9. Guatemala  

2003 ProKennex IRF 15th World Junior Championships 
December 17-21, 2003   Orlando/FL, USA 

Boys Singles  
Boys 18-: Ben Croft (USA) def. Dan Sheppick  
   (USA) 15-7; 15-11   
Boys 16-: Gil De Los Rios (Mexico) def. Joey  
   Lakowske (USA) 14-15; 15-6; 11-7    
Boys 14-: David Ortega (Mexico) def. Ruben  
   Estrada (Mexico) 15-8; 15-8    
Boys 12-: Jose Rojas (USA) def. Alex Cardona  
   (Mexico) 15-6; 15-5   
Boys 10-: Joseph Lee (USA) def. Marco Rojas  
   (USA) 15-7; 15-10  
Boys 8-: Adrian Trevino (Mexico) def. Sam  
   Reid (USA) 15-10; 15-11  
Boys 8- MB: Adrian Trevino (Mexico) def.  
   Rodrigo Flores (Mexico) 11-2; 5-11; 11-2  
Boys 6- MB: Alex Almada (Mexico) def.  
   Spencer Shoemaker (USA) 4-11; 11-7;  
   11-4 

Girls Singles 
Girls 18-: Adrienne Fisher (USA) def. Carola  
   Loma (Bolivia) 15-9; 13-15; 11-2   
Girls 16-: Nancy Enriquez (Mexico) def. Elise  
   Wilson (USA) 15-10; 15-1  
Girls 14-: Paola Longoria (Mexico) def. Eleni  
   Guzman (Mexico) 15-7; 13-15; 11-4  
Girls 12-: Veronica Sotomayor (Ecuador) def.  
   Frederique Lambert (Canada) 15-1; 15-3  
Girls 10-: Veronica Sotomayor (Ecuador) def.  
   Kaitlin Inglesby (USA) 15-1; 15-3  
Girls 8-: Lucia Gonzalez (Mexico) def. Ximena  
   Gonzalez (Mexico) 13-15; 15-2; 11-5 

Boys Doubles  
Boys 18-: Brandon Shoemaker/Travis  
   Woodbury (USA) def. Cesar Castro/Marcelo  
   Laprea (Venezuela) 15-11; 7-15; 11-10  
Boys 16-: Gil De Los Rios/Armando Landa  
   (Mexico) def. Anthony Herrera/Jared Torres  
   (USA) 15-10; 12-15; 11-2  
Boys 14-: Ruben Estrada/David Ortega  
   (Mexico) def. Tripp Isley/Richard Sledzik Jr.  
   (USA) 15-6; 15-3  
Boys 12-: Alex Cardona (Mexico)/Armida  
   Gonzalez (Mexico) def. Jose Rojas/Marco  
   Rojas (USA) 15-13; 15-7   
Boys 10-: David Maldonado/Francisco Orejas  
   def. Victor Cedillo (USA)/Javier Estrada  
   (Mexico) 15-6; 15-8 

Girls Doubles  
Girls 18-: Da'Monique Davis/Jesi Fuller (USA)  
   def. Samantha Anguiano/Tere Meuchi  
   (Mexico) 7-15; 15-8; 11-9   
Girls 16-: Nancy Enriquez/Samantha Salas 
   (Mexico) def. Kelley Fisher/Elise Wilson  
   (USA) 15-12; 10-15; 11-9   
Girls 14-: Eleni Guzman/Paola Longoria  
   (Mexico) def. Shannon Inglesby/Brittany  
   Legget (USA) 10-15; 15-13; 11-7   
Girls 12-: Jessica Maldonado/Ana Zertuche  
   def. Indrid Castellanos/Staphanie Enriquez  
   (Mexico) 15-10; 15-3   
Girls 10-: Elizabeth Brenner/Kaitlin Inglesby  
   (USA) def. Taryn Harboth/Monique Horyza  
   (USA) 15-6; 15-4 

Mixed Doubles  
Mixed 18-: Carola Loma/Jorge Zambrana  
   (Bolivia) def. Taryn McDonough/Micah Rich  
   (USA) 15-14; 15-4   
Mixed 16-: Sarah Hettesheimer/Jordan  
   Walters (USA) def. Gabrielle Shnurman/ 
   Sampson Schnurman (USA) 15-2; 15-7  
Mixed 14-: Kara Mazur/Richard Sledzik Jr.  
   (USA) def. Lysa Landeville (Canada)/Tom  
   Murray (USA) 15-10; 15-3  
Mixed 12-: Kaitlin Inglesby/Taylor Knoth  
   (USA) def. Veronica Sotomayor/Daniel  
   Ugalde (Ecuador) 15-12; 15-9   
Mixed 10-: Elizabeth Brenner/Marco Rojas  
   (USA) def. Frederique Lambert/Samuel  
   Murray (Canada) 15-5; 15-10 

World Cup Final Standings 
14, 16, 18 National Team  

01. Mexico (256)  
02. USA (242)  

03. Canada (98)  
04. Bolivia (57)  

05. Venezuela (35)  
06. Costa Rica (28)  
07. Ecuador (15)  

08. Guatemala (8)  
09. Argentina (1)  
09. Australia (1)  
11. Colombia  

Friendship Cup:  
1. USA  

2. Canada  
3. Mexico 

See the IRF Junior Recordbook on 
www.internationalracquetball.com 

Mexico wins 
Junior World 
Cup 

For the second 
straight year, 
Mexico won the 
Jun io r  Wor ld  
R a c q u e t b a l l 
Championship.  

Last year, Mexico 
won by a mere 34 
points. This year's 
new format closed 
the gap to 14 
points, but still 
Mexico will be 
keeping the trophy 
for another year.  

In the end, it came 
down to the head-
to-head matches 
between Team 
USA and Team 
Mexico.  

In the seven 
divisions where a 
final pitted these 
two powerhouses 
a g a i n s t  o n e  
another, Mexico 
won 6 and lost 1 
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IRF Calendar of Events 2004 

The International Racquetball Federation (IRF)  
is affiliated to the following organizations: 

International Olympic Committee International 
World Games 
Association 

General Association  
of International Sports 
Federations 

Date Event Site Country 
Jan Asia Open   Japan 

Jan 09-11 French Open 2004  Paris  France 

Jan 21-25 Torneo Internacional Lince Chihuahua Mexico 

Jan 30-Feb 1  23rd German Nationals  Hamburg Germany 

Feb 1  English National Championships 2004  Alconbury  England 

Feb 07-08 Regional Doubles Tournament    Japan 

Feb 21  Istanbul Racquetball Tournament  Istanbul  Turkye 

Feb 24  Weekday Doubles Tournament   Japan 

Mar Australian Racquetball Open Melbourne Australia  

Mar 19-21 Dutch Open Zoetermeer Netherlands 

Mar 13-14 Japan National Doubles    Japan 

Mar 10-14 Campeonato Nacional Selectivo Mayor Cuauhtémoc  Mexico 

Apr 02-12 17th Pan American Championsips  Cuenca  Ecuador 

Apr 16-18 23rd German Open 2004  Hamburg Germany 

Apr 23-25 3rd English Open  Rendlesham England 

Apr Japan B, C Open 2004  Tokyo Japan 

May  Canadian National Championships  TBA  Canada 

May  Japan Open 2004    Japan 

May North Japan Open   Japan 

May 6-9  Copa Contry  Monterrey Mexico 

May 26-31 37th US National Singles  Houston, TX USA  

Apr 30-May 3  Arklow Irish Open Arklow Ireland 

May 15-16 Belgian Open Antwerp Belgium 

Jun  Colombian National Championships  Bogota Colombia 
Jun  11th Korea Doubles Championships    South Korea  

Jun East Japan Doubles    Japan 

Jun West Japan Doubles    Japan 

Jun 11-13 Torneo de Masters  Chihuahua Mexico 

Jul 7-11 Campeonato Nacional Infantil Juvenil  Chihuahua Mexico 

Jun 30-Jul 5  Colombian National Championships  Bogota Colombia 

Jul Weekday Singles Tournament   Japan 

Jul Central Japan Open   Japan 

Jul 14-17 NMRA International Masters Invitational West Allis, WI  USA  

Jul 30-Aug 6  IRF 12th World Championships  Anyang  South Korea  

Aug 31- Sep 4  IRF 20th World Senior Championships  Albuquerque, NM USA  

Aug South Japan Open   Japan 

Aug East Japan Team Competition   Japan 

Aug West Japan Team Competition   Japan 

Sep Dutch Nationals  Zoetermeer Netherlands 

Sep 17-19 21st Hamburg Open Hamburg Germany 

Sep Regional Singles Tournament    Japan 

Sep National Senior Singles    Japan 

Sep 29-Oct 03  37th U.S. National Doubles  TBA  USA  

Oct   14th Asia Championships  TBA    

Oct  Autum Open Zoetermeer Netherlands 

Oct 3rd British Open 2004  Rendelsham England 

Nov Antwerp Open Antwerp Belgium 

Nov 16-21 Choice Hotels 9th U.S. Open  Memphis, TN  USA  

Dec  Korea Championships    South Korea  

Dec  19-23 IRF 16th World Junior Championships  San Luis Potosi Mexico 

Dec  2nd Pakistan National Championships  Karachi  Pakistan 

 

European Events 
in 2004  

by Pascal Matla 
  
As ERF secretary , I would like to wish 
all players a great and healthy new 
year !  
  

The ERT season will continue in January 
with the annual French Open. 
Tournament director Alex Du Fresne 
has received more than 60 entries so 
far, it seems the French Open will be a 
big European success.  
Other upcoming ERT tournaments are: 
Dutch Open in Zoetermeer (march), 
Castlebar Open, Ireland (march), 
German Open (april), English Open 
(april), Irish Open in Arklow (may) and 
the Belgian Open (may). For all dates 
and more details please check 
www.european-racquetball.org  
 

The current number one player on the 
European Racquetball Tour, Antonio 
Naciff, will not be able to defend his 
position the upcoming tournaments. 
The Mexican, who lived in The 
Netherlands for 3 months, had to leave 
the European racquetball scene and his 
Dutch girlfriend for some months; but 
he will be back in June. Players as 
Martin Klippel (Germany), Joachim Loof 
(Germany), Pascal Matla (The 
Netherlands) or Peter de Jong 
(Netherlands) might be able to take the 
number one position in the rankings 
this year. 
 

Naciff will be back in June to prepare 
the Dutch team for the upcoming World 
Championships in Korea. It is more 
than likely other European countries will 
participate in that competition as well.  
 

Through this newsletter we will keep 
you updated on the preparations of the 
teams and on the upcoming European 
tournaments. I hope to meet you at one 
o f  t h e  u p c o m i n g  E u r o p e a n  
tournaments ! 


